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PUBLIC HEARING  

April 19, 2022 

 

 The public hearing was called to order at 5:30 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico. 

 

 Present: Councilwoman Luczkowiak, Councilmen Bamonto & Stoyle, Councilwoman 

Nichols and Councilman-at Large Damico. 

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City 

Assessor Munson, City Clerk, Public Works Director Woodbury, Deputy DPW Director 

Przybycien, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson, Personnel 

Administrator Heyden, Director of Development DeJoy. 

 

 Notice of Public Hearing was read by City Clerk Ramos. 

 

 The Public Hearing was held for the purpose of hearing public on Intro No. 2 to Local 

Law No. 2-2022 A Local Law Amending Articles II, XI & XIII of The Dunkirk City Charter 

Entitled “Elective & Appointive Officers, “City Treasurer” and City Assessor.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

 Gary Fredrickson of 750 Deer Street advised it’s a horrible idea to change the terms of 

city assessor and city treasurer from 2 years to 6 years, if its qualifications that your worried 

about the candidates should have the qualifications before they even run for the position. Lastly, 

Mr. Fredrickson advised the terms for those positions should not longer than the mayor’s term.  

 

 City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “On behalf of the city law department, were not taking 

a stance either way but we just want to share some information based on research that this was an 

issue of first impression for us as part of this current administration. “Just want to share a couple 

facts, one is according to NYS office of real property taxes only 13 of 141 municipalities have 

elected assessors only about 1% Statewide, Dunkirk is the only municipalities in Chautauqua 

County with an elected assessor. “The elected assessor premier state real property tax law section 

310 should have a 6-year term, where Dunkirk decided to have a sole assessor in 2011 and it 

should have changed the term per that law as well, for whatever reason that did not occur, we’re 

doing some research with the Department of State to figure out how that’s fixed, so a referendum 

may not be needed for the position of assessor. “As I said earlier most assessors are appointed 

with civil services qualifications and even the employment positions, if they’re part time they 

have six-year terms, if they’re full time its an indefinite duration, it seems like what we noticed 

from the list often time assessors are part-time but part-time for several different municipalities, 

so for example there is one woman in Chautauqua County is part time appointed for 5 different 

towns in the county, another example in Cattaraugus County there is a gentleman who is a part 

time appointed assessor for 19 different towns.” “Under New York State property tax law 

uncertified assessors have up to 3 years to show progress towards what they call a permanent 

certification, so it's similar to the license for teachers for example, they can do it faster but they 

have at least a three-year period to get them done and I believe its ten courses of a certain amount 

of hours that they have to do with their mandatory for that State certification. “For the position of 

the treasurer the term city treasurer isn’t used much in New York State and for a few 

municipalities it’s about a 50-50 split between elected and appointed, there are other related titles 
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that are used interchangeable such as comptroller, town clerk, town or village receiver or tax 

collector. “For those that are elected, what we noticed just based on our research they tend to be 

2- or 4-year terms, in many municipalities the roll of Town or Village clerk, these tend to be 

smaller municipalities, they are combined with tax collection duties, which means combining one 

position full-time.” In Chautauqua County there’s only one treasurer and one elected, that 

happens to be our person Mr. Woods in the city of Dunkirk.” 

 

  Paul Somerfeldt of 106 Brooks Avenue expressed his disagreement with the Resolution 

and the Common Council in regards to the city charter. The Common Council should in panel an 

independent revision commission to asses the problem with the charter as several charter 

amendments have been done in the past which indicates the problem with the city charter.  

 

 Tom Mleczko of 119 Margay Street advised it’s time to the city moves forward with a 6-

year appointed assessor and get together with other municipalities in this area and merge them 

into one.  

 

 Ned Divine of 618 Main Street advised he is against putting both positions out to 

referendum I think the residents have been well served with our current city treasurer for many 

years, however if you decide to go to an appointed position which makes sense for both positions 

it certainly can be the public’s decision and if it’s in a referendum then that is what’s going to be.  

  

 Jeanette Delgado of 309 Dove Street agrees that both positions should be appointed 

moving forward and maybe looking at sharing the duties with other municipalities.  

   

Public Hearing Closed at 5:42 PM                                                 Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 


